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Perspective and priorities go hand in hand. 

Values are the roots that hold and ground us. We 

are always growing, and our legacy is the seeds 

of hope, love, courage, and wisdom we are 

able to share along our path.     
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“Mystifying & Demystifying Trans Justice” 
Oct. 25, 2026, 10 a.m. 
 

Worship Leader: Rev. Devin Green 
 

 

Come in person or click below to join the service!  

https://uukennebunk.org/Sunday-Service-Access  

Or by cell phone (audio only) 929-205-6099, meeting ID 734 887 010,  

Password: 02448 
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October Theme: Courage 
 

● Early voting has begun, continues through Oct. 29, vote in person Nov. 3 

o For hours, weekends, check your town hall, remind your friends! 

● Fri. & Sat. Oct. 23-24, Trans Faith and Justice events in Portland, See Social 

Justice* 

● Fri. & Sat. Oct. 23-4, Black N. E. Conference, See Social Justice* 

● Sat. Oct. 24, 7-9 p.m. Concert by and for Immigrants, Woodfords Church, 

Portland * 

● Sun. Oct. 25, 11:30 a.m. Worship Reflection Circle, Parlor 

● Sun. Nov. 1, 10 a.m. Celebration Sunday and Stewardship lunch* 

● Sun. Nov. 1, 4:30-6 p.m. Singing Resistance, FPUU, all welcome* 

● Sun. Nov. 4, 5:30 p.m. post-election Vespers and supper* 

 

* See below for more information 

 

This Sunday:  

Mystifying & Demystifying Trans 

Justice 
 

Following Trans Faith and Justice events organized by 

Allen Avenue UU Church in Portland on Friday and 

Saturday (see Social Justice below), First Parish will join 

15 other churches in Maine who are focusing Sunday 

service on trans justice. Our visiting worship leader, Rev. 

Devin Green will lead us in a service focused on Trans 

History, Rights and Justice, including an exploration of 

the intersection of spirituality with trans and non-binary 

gender experiences and identities. This service is likely 



 

 

to open your eyes, shift your perspective and motivate change. Rev. Devin 

leading with Tory Leuteman and music from Roberto Pace and Bernie Reim. 

Following the service, Rev. Devin and Tory L. will facilitate a Worship Reflection 

Circle discussion in the parlor. We hope to see you there!  
Rev. Devin Green (she/her) is the Founder and Minister of Connection at The 

Connected Way™. She is an Ordained Interspiritual/Interfaith Minister, a 

Community Organizer deeply involved in Social Justice work in Maine and 

beyond, and a transformative mediator and intuitive life, relationship and 

business advisor. You can learn more about Rev. Devin, what she believes and 

her ministry at www.theconnectedway.com/about-devin. 

 

 

Religious Exploration  

 
We welcomed our new RE Director, Rochelle Irene, whose picture you see here, 

with her daughter River, last Sunday. October's 

theme is Courage; we discussed the meanings of 

bravery and quiet courage. This past Sunday 

Rochelle met more of our RE children, and we 

made badges of courage for ourselves and for 

friends.  Several of our children know Rochelle from 

her teaching work at Consolidated Elementary in 

Kennebunk. They were happy to welcome her to 

First Parish!                                                                                      

Gray and Jacky 

http://www.theconnectedway.com/about-devin


 

 

Karen Badger, soloist, Mary Kennedy on the flute, and our 

new Music Director, Mary Doane perform, You’ll Never Walk 

Alone, during the October 18th service.  

 

Stewardship update 
Pledges have begun to roll in! As of Monday, October 19th, we have received 

pledges from 24.39% of our membership in the amount of $56,491 which is 

35.3% of our goal of $160,000. We are on our way! 

We would love to reach our goal, and have all members pledge by 

Celebration Sunday on November 1st. 

You can mail your pledge card to the church, drop it off in our pledge box on 

the stewardship table in the Parish Hall, or go to our website here: 

https://www.uukennebunk.org/give and click on the link to make your 2027 

pledge. Our children and youth in the RE Program are updating our rainbow 

each week – check out the sign hanging in the Parish Hall to watch the 

rainbow grow.  
 

Please Note: The Giving Guide that came with your pledge cards is not meant 

to be returned. It is for individual use only and is meant to be a helpful 

supplement to the pledge process. 

  

Stewardship Team: Allegra Highsmith, David Terricciano, Heidi Parmenter, 

Wayne White, and Rev. Tori Rosati 
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Deirdre Drennan and Erik Howell 

donate their talent – their 

beautiful voices – at our annual 

fundraiser, Blueberry Festival. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Stewardship Team invites all our beloved community to 

join us on Celebration Sunday, November 1st, 10 a.m. - 1:30 

p.m. Immediately following worship, we will gather for a 

Church Group Photo and then settle in the Parish Hall for 

lunch hosted by the Stewardship Team. This is going to be a 

Sunday full of celebration and we hope to see all of you 

there! Please RSVP to Heidi either via 

email uuheidi@gmail.com or sign up starting this Sunday, so that we can have 

a headcount to plan for lunch.  

 

 

Dear First Parish Members and Friends, 

It's come to our attention that a recent wave of calendar invitation emails 

including "DocuSign Discussion" have been going out with malicious links 

contained within them. "Review the Document" is a very suspect domain. Do 

not click links in these emails and trust your gut! If you have any questions, 

reach out to Chris Wells or Rev. Tori. 

Photo by Allegra Highsmith 
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We have a new usher seeker! 
 

I am now the usher seeker for our Sunday service. If 

you are interested in serving as an usher please 

contact Kathleen McGuire at 

kathyandy56@gmail.com or 207-281-2065. 

 

 

Post-election Vespers: November 4th, 5:30pm 
 

In this season of action and commitment, we are all 

working hard to protect our democracy and what we 

hold most dear in our lives and communities. Our 

November vespers will be on a different day this month - 

the night following the election. Join us as we gather in 

sacred space to lean into the solace and peace that 

community brings and to renew our spirits for all that lies 

ahead.  Feel free to bring some soup to share for our 

potluck meal afterward, or just bring yourself. All are 

welcome.   

 

Women for All Seasons 
 

The wheel of the year is coming to a close, days 

are getting darker, the veil between the worlds is 

thin.  Women for All Seasons will meet for a 

Samhain ritual led by Susie and Allegra on 

Tuesday, October 27 at 6:30 PM in the FPUU 

Church Library 

 

This group welcomes all women.  If you have not 

attended this women’s circle before, please 

contact Susie (information in the church directory) for special instructions for this 

ritual and to find out more about the group. 

 
 



 

 

Multicultural Concert to benefit Immigrant Legal Advocacy  
 

The UU Church of Brunswick and Woodfords Congregational Church of 

Portland are proud to announce a concert to benefit The Immigrant Legal 

Advocacy Project (ILAP) at 7 p.m. on Saturday, October 24, at the Woodfords 

Church.  
  

This eclectic concert will feature a wide variety of music, poetry, and dance 

presented by Maine artists from a diverse range of cultural backgrounds and 

life experiences. 
  

Performers include the Jawahir Arabic Music Ensemble; Pihcintu Multinational 

Girl’s Choir featuring the voices of children from 16 different countries; Hadithi 

Abdulle, oud player and singer from Somalia; Jeri Thériault, Franco-American 

poet from Maine; and Richard Blanco (via video) who was selected by 

President Obama as the fifth inaugural poet in U.S. history. Singing Resistance 

will lead songs, and Brunswick Comedian Mohamed Awale will emcee. 
 

Saturday, October 24, 7-9 p.m. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.  

Woodfords Congregational Church, 202 Woodfords St. Portland 

Cash based donations accepted at the door with proceeds going to benefit 

ILAP and performers in need. 

 
 

Social Justice Action 
 

“No one can do everything, but everyone can do something!” 

 

Trans Journeys of Faith is a panel discussion where trans+ Mainers from different 

faiths share how their identities intersect.  

Friday, Oct. 23, 6:30 p.m. Equality Community Center, 15 Casco St. Portland. 

 

The Spiritual Work of Trans Liberation is a workshop with Zr. Alex Kapitan from the 

Transforming Hearts Collective.  

Saturday, Oct. 24, 10 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. lunch included, at Allen Ave. UU Church, 

524 Allen Ave. Portland. Look for Workshop flier with registration info. at our 

Membership table. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Black New England 

Conference:  

George "Conscious" Lee 
Lee will speak Friday at 1:30 p.m., see him 

online at Vicki Adams house. 
George “Conscious” Lee Jr is a 

multifaceted thought leader, influencer, 

author, and educator from Texas. His work 

sits at the intersection of media, socio-

political issues, and popular culture. Lee is 

“purposefully provocative” as a tool to 

elevate and educate around pertinent 



 

 

topics through speaking engagements, lectures, and online courses. He’s 

developed a brand that translates an understanding of oppression, history, and 

philosophy to the world. 

 

Born in Bryan, Texas to teenage parents, Lee overcame childhood adversity to 

attend the University of Oklahoma where he received a Bachelor’s and two 

Master’s degrees while becoming one of the top policy college debaters in the 

country.  
 

Our neighbors at Black Heritage Trails of New Hampshire are sponsoring the 21st 

Black New England Conference October 23 - 24.  Vicki Adams attended last 

year and met some terrific people. She has a virtual ticket to this year’s 

conference, and you are invited to join her on Friday at 1:30 for the opening 

talk, by George “Conscious” Lee, or Saturday in her home to see panel 

discussions etc. Get in touch with Vicki (see directory) if you are interested.  See 

conference details or register to go in person at 

https://blackheritagetrailnh.org/events 

 

Social Justice Advocacy and Resources 
 

For information click here.  

If you know an organization regarding social justice advocacy that you would 

like to have included in this link, please send to Allison at 

uukennebunkoffice@gmail.com  

Demonstration: Every Thursday, 4-5 p.m. in front of Kennebunk Library 

 

 

LETTERS: If you have a message you’d like to share with our newsletter 

community, please send it to our editor: vickigatesadams@gmail.com to be 

placed here. 

 

https://blackheritagetrailnh.org/events
https://blackheritagetrailnh.org/events
https://blackheritagetrailnh.org/events
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MMb7x6eP17OlCRQnBpeyHZ7yiG5tj6KJQTQ4pl4iLCY/edit?tab=t.0
mailto:uukennebunkoffice@gmail.com
mailto:vickigatesadams@gmail.com


 

 

Come sing with us!  
 

Three Rivers Singing Resistance is a 

grassroots movement that uses the 

universal language of music to bring 

people together for peace, civic 

action, healing, and solidarity. 

Through accessible songs of protest, 

hope, and peace, ordinary people 

gather to raise their voices together 

without worrying about musical 

perfection. 
 

3RSR will be gathering at FPUU twice 

a month: one gathering will be a song circle where we can learn and practice 

songs together, and the other will provide time to connect, share ideas, and 

learn about local efforts where our voices might be useful. 
 

We’re grateful for the opportunity to build this relationship with the Kennebunk 

UU community and hope that, together, we can grow a joyful, welcoming 

circle of singers who believe that our voices are stronger when we use them 

together. 

 

WHEN:   

● Monthly on the 3rd Tuesday of the month, 7-8:30 p.m. (beginning Oct. 20)  

● Monthly on the 1st Sunday of the month, 4:30-6 p.m. (beginning Nov. 1st) 
 

Sunday Bookcase & Links 
● WHERE Walk for Historical and Ecological Recovery in 

Kennebunk 

● Active Hope: How to Face the Mess We're in with 

Unexpected Resilience and Creative Power, Joanna 

Macy and Chris Johnstone 

● What They Dreamed Be Ours to Do: Lessons from the 

History of the Covenant, Rebecca Parker 
 

 

https://www.walkwhere.org/kennebunk
https://www.walkwhere.org/kennebunk
https://www.uua.org/ga/past/1998/123808.shtml
https://www.uua.org/ga/past/1998/123808.shtml


 

 

Classified Notices 

 

 

 

Sunday Childcare 

Support: http://uukennebunk.org/sunday-childcare-

support 
 

 

 

 

Submit items, services for sale 
You may list your item or service, its cost, and a contact phone number or 

email, or if you need an item or service, you may list it including your contact 

information, with payment to be negotiated. Send your submission to 

nanawood390@gmail.com. 

 

Listen Up!    
 

You can listen to entire reflections given at our 

Sunday services at uukennebunk.org. See Sundays at 

FPUU– Sermon archive. 

 

Our monthly Soul Matters themes come with a 

musical playlist to help us deepen into the messages. 

Playlists are organized as a journey, so you can listen 

from beginning to end and use them as a musical meditation. 

 

● Click here for the October Spotify playlist on Courage 

● Click here for the October YouTube playlist on Courage 

 

 

Note from the Editors 

 

What’s on your mind or in your camera? Send a picture, write an article or 

letter, for First Parish News! Email the FPUU Office:  

uukennebunkoffice@gmail.com 
 

http://uukennebunk.org/sunday-childcare-support
http://uukennebunk.org/sunday-childcare-support
mailto:nanawood390@gmail.com
http://uukennebunk.org/
http://uukennebunk.org/
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/5gIzMpxFoJGqmfI2w5CUez?si=29c712e832b740b3&nd=1&dlsi=ac5f6a13b3734e58
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9x1ND_u__zE&list=PLSE7oSui55rM
mailto:uukennebunkoffice@gmail.com


 

 

FPUU News Crew: 
 

Vicki Adams, editor 

Allegra Highsmith, photo editor  

Allison Lazos, production 

Susie Desantis, substitute production 

Rev. Tori Rosati 
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